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I am going to repeat this afternoon, and that advice is that, as events
have taken the turn that you know in connection with our struggle,
we must burn our certificates. [Applause.]   I am told that I may be
instrumental in imposing on my countrymen untold suffering because
of the advice that I have given, if they follow that advice.   I know
that well, but I do know this also, that, if the burning of the certificates
will impose untold suffering on you, the keeping of these certificates and
submission to the Asiatic Act or to the Validation Bill that is to be
read a second time tomorrow will impose on my countrymen untold
indignity, and I say with the greatest emphasis at my command that I
would far rather that my countrymen suffered all they have to suffer
than that they imposed on themselves indignity. Further, rny countrymen
here in the Transvaal have taken a solemn oath not to submit to the
Asiatic Act.   The solemn oath was taken not merely to be fulfilled to
the letter but in spirit also, and if you were so ill advised by me, or
by anybody else, that you may accept the Voluntary Asiatic Registra-
tion Validation Bill and flatter yourselves with the belief that you have
escaped the Asiatic Act, I should call myself a traitor to my countrymen,
a traitor to God, a traitor to my oath.   I shall do no such thing, no
matter what suffering may be imposed on you by reason of burning your
certificates, but, if you do burn your certificates, please bear in mind
that you are not to take advantage of the certificates at any time what-
soever until a proper and just and honourable settlement has been arrived
at.   It is open to you to take copies tomorrow of the certificates that
may be burned to ashes today by paying 5s, I dare say that the
Government will give you copies of these certificates even free of charge
because the Bill has not yet become law, but, if there is any Indian in this
vast assemblage who wants to take out a copy of that certificate, and
today wishes to burn the certificate either out of shame or false modesty or
any other reason of a similar nature, then I say emphatically let him step
forward and say he does nbt want his certificate to be burned, but if it
is your solemn resolution that you will not go to the Government to
ask for a copy of the certificate, then I say, you have well done. Before
this resolution was arrived at at the Committee meeting of the British
Indian Association, you had already sent to gaol several Indians.
Mr. Sorabjee, all honour to him, came from Gharkstown to fight your
battle.   ('Hear! hear!5)    Several Indians, humble folks amongst us,
went to Johannesburg Fort in order that they might serve their country-
men, in order that their suffering might appeal to the Government,
in order that we might be able to live in this Colony with self-respect
and dignity.   Does it behove any of us ,to keep the voluntary registra-
tion certificates, to sit tight on those certificates, and allow our poorer
countrymen or those of our countrymen who happened to enter ihe
country after the expiry of the three months to go to gaol or to expect